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2020 Report–Volume 2: Provincial Auditor Reports Colorectal 
Cancer Screening Program Improvements Needed 
 
REGINA, SK., December 8, 2020: In her 2020 Report – Volume 2, Chapter 21, Provincial Auditor Judy Ferguson reports the 
Colorectal Cancer Screening Program is following best practices in many areas of service delivery, but more work is needed to 
improve participation rates, reduce the wait times for colonoscopies, and 
determine a specified timeframe for providing colonoscopy results to 
patients.  
 
“Two statistics reflect the importance of the Colorectal Cancer Screening 
Program. Colorectal cancer is the second leading cause of cancer death in 
Saskatchewan, and approximately 90 percent of colorectal cancers can be 
prevented or successfully treated if caught early,” Provincial Auditor Judy 
Ferguson said.  

The Office notes the Colorectal Cancer Screening Program’s overall 
participation rate has remained relatively unchanged since 2014, with 
some decline in Northern Saskatchewan where participation rates are 
already lower. The Program helps screen individuals who may have a 
higher risk of developing colorectal cancer. 

Saskatchewan’s participation rate is 47 percent over the two-year period 
2018-2020. While the highest in Canada, it falls short of Canada’s national 
benchmark of 60 percent. 

The Office found the Saskatchewan Cancer Agency needs to use key 
performance indicators that are consistent with national good practice to measure the success of the screening program. In addition, 
it needs to analyze its promotional strategies to determine if they help to increase participation rates by raising awareness and 
educating residents at higher risk of colorectal cancer. 

The audit found 22 individuals who waited longer than 60 days (i.e., the national benchmark) for a colonoscopy; the colonoscopy 
detected cancer. The audit also found 12 individuals who waited between 15 and 104 days for results from their colonoscopy; they 
were diagnosed with cancer. 
 
The Saskatchewan Cancer Agency needs to work with the Saskatchewan Health Authority to reduce the wait time for colonoscopies, 
and determine a reasonable timeframe for providing patients with results from colonoscopies. The Agency collaborates with the 
Authority to deliver the Colorectal Cancer Screening Program. 
 
“Increasing program participation would mean more individuals could be diagnosed early. Earlier diagnosis means improved quality 
of care and better health outcomes for individuals with colorectal cancer,” Ferguson said. 
 

The full Provincial Auditor’s 2020 Report – Volume 2 is available online at www.auditor.sk.ca. 
 
The Provincial Auditor is an independent officer of the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan. The Office promotes accountability and 
better management by providing Legislators and the public with an independent assessment of the government’s use of public 
resources. 
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 $2.4 million was spent on the Colorectal Cancer 
Screening Program in 2019-20. 

 Voluntary program targets residents aged 50 to 
74—about ¼ of our population. 

 Almost 50% of targeted residents participate. 
 Lower participation rate in Northern 

Saskatchewan ranging from 23% to 34% 
(depending on the area) for the period 2018-20. 

 Targeted residents receive a FIT kit generally 
every two years; they can self-administer and 
return the kit to any provincial lab or by mail free 
of charge. 

 Targeted residents not completing the FIT kit 
receive reminders and another kit again in two 
years. 

 If a self-administered FIT kit shows abnormal 
results, the individual is referred for a 
colonoscopy. 
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Additional issues highlighted in the Provincial Auditor’s 2020 Report–Volume 2  include: 
 
 Chapter 20: Environment—Recycling Waste Diversion Through Recycling  
 Chapter 3: eHealth—Stronger IT Processes Needed to Reduce Health Sector Disruptions 
 Chapter 11: Provincial Capital Commission—Makes Some Progress on Recommendations Related to Major Developments in 

Wascana Centre 
 Chapter 19: Agriculture—Mitigating the Impact of Regulated Pests in Crops and Pastures 
 Chapter 32: Health—Preventing Diabetes-Related Health Complications  
 Others from 41 additional chapters 

 
See accompanying news releases and backgrounder for further details about key topics.  
 

 

For more information, please contact:  

Judy Ferguson, FCPA, FCA 
Provincial Auditor 
Phone: 306.787.6372 
info@auditor.sk.ca  

Maygen Ring 
Executive Assistant  
Phone: 306.531.6163 or 306.787.6361 
media@auditor.sk.ca  
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